MILITANT NATIONALISM                  179

arrested, stripped of their swords and rank, and were taken
to the council chamber between two rows of angry and abusive
Circassian officers and men. When, at the appointed time, the
colonels failed to appear outside the Ministry building, word
was sent to their regiments and the men at once moved to the
rescue. They ignored the fact that new colonels had been
nominated to their regiments and had assumed office that
morning, and that some of the senior officers in the regiments
abstained from going. Late in the afternoon of i February
1881, the men marched straight to the Ministry, smashed all
obstacles in their way to the council-room, and there, roughly
handling the Minister, delivered the colonels, who marched
at their head to Abdin, After consultation and some hesitation
the Khedive sent for the colonels, and announced to them the
dismissal of Osman Rifky and the appointment of Mahmud
Sami Al Baroudi, who was then Minister of Wakfs, to the
additional post of Minister of War.

There was in fact no other way to quell the mutiny of the
officers after the disorder resulting from Rifky's actions. For
the Government, having no force to depend on, was compelled
to give way. The colonels were retained in their regiments,
and the incident ended with loud cheers for the Khedive.

This was the second milestone on the road to revolution;
but the road was strewn with thorns and pitfalls and the
journey was most dreary and long. The mutineers could have
stopped there, but they now foresaw the possibility of achieving
complete security, and ambition urged them to further actions.

Riad's first impulse after that demonstration was to resign
office, but he. was prevailed upon to continue. His self-
confidence soon reasserted itself and he proceeded with the
reforms which he had planned, one of the foremost problems
he had to deal with being the increase in the pay of the
military. A new cadre was passed, raising the pay of a private
from about twenty piastres a month to thirty piastres, and
proportionally raising the salaries of all ranks; and a com-
mittee _was formed to inquire into the regulations and
organisation of the army, as was suggested by the colonels. So
kmg as their friend Al Baroudi, the new Minister of Wax, was
in office, all was well in the army except for a lurking fear in
the hearts of the colonels that the Khedive and Riad would